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        May 14, 2020 

Dear Chesterfield Elementary School Community, 

As you know, Governor Murphy has determined students will not be returning to in-person 
instruction in the school building this school year.  Because of this, the  faculty and administration of 
Chesterfield Elementary School have been working on a revised grading system for the 4th marking period.  
Today, I want to share the revised grading system information with you. 

The heart of the report card will be a narrative.  Teachers will use the narrative to speak directly to 
what a student demonstrated during remote instruction.  Teachers will collect data to provide feedback to 
students and parents.  Teachers will prepare a narrative addressing each content area to provide the 
student and parent with a report of progress and participation during the 4th marking period in remote 
learning. 

Additionally, teachers will use one of three indicators to provide an overall score for each content 
area.  The normal indicators on the report card will not be used, and students will receive one of the 
following indicators in each content area: 

Proficient - shall be used for students who were proficient in this area prior to remote learning and 
have continued to participate in remote instruction and demonstrate growth and completion of 
assignments during remote learning;  

Progressing - shall be used for students who were not proficient prior to beginning remote learning, 
but have continued to participate in remote instruction, engage with the teacher, and demonstrate 
understanding during remote learning; 

Limited Participation - shall be used for students who have completed minimal work and 
demonstrated a lack of participation in group instruction despite contact with parents by the 
teacher and administration to ensure all supports and modifications have been exhausted. 
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Our special area teachers will also use the Proficient, Progressing, and Limited Participation 
indicators.  We believe the revised grading system will enable our teachers to provide more holistic 
feedback on the report card.  The indicator for each content area will be documented in the narrative. 

If you have any questions about the revised grading system for the 4th marking period, please 
contact your child’s teacher or the appropriate administrator. 

I want to also take this opportunity to share with parents the expectations we have developed and 
set for remote instruction.  Below is a list of expectations for our teachers as they continue to refine and 
improve the remote learning experience.  Please note, teachers providing specialized services are tailoring 
those services to meet the individual needs of their students.  Teachers will….. 

o communicate/attempt to communicate live with the entire class and conduct responsive 
classroom meetings 2-3 times per week; 

o provide instruction, in some form, in reading, writing and math daily Monday – Thursday.  
Fridays are reserved for Social Emotional Friendly Fridays for social emotional activities, 
student assessment, and on- on-one conferring with students; 

o utilize teacher (self-created) created videos to provide instruction in reading, writing and 
math 2-3 times per week. Additional instructional material/resources will be used on the 
remaining days; 

o conduct virtual instruction weekly using small groups and/or one-to-one conferences;  
o utilize small group instruction and one-to-one conferences to assess student growth and 

support students for remediation and enrichment; 
o attempt contact with every student within their classroom through small groups or 

individual conferences once per week; 
o conduct/teach lessons for science and social studies through teacher led 

instruction/platforms such as Google slides, flipgrid, screen castify, etc. 2-3 times per week; 
o provide ongoing, actionable feedback on assignments and grade/assess student work; 
o be available during the day from 9-11 am and 1-3 pm for direct contact or responses; 
o (Specialist) use self-created videos to support instruction within their content area weekly.   

Additional instructional material/resources will be used on the remaining days. 

Again, if you have any questions about the revised grading system for the 4th marking period or 
expectations, please contact your child’s teacher or the appropriate administrator. 

        Sincerely, 

        Scott Heino 

        Scott Heino 
        Superintendent 


